Who'’s in Your Board Room




Legal Responsibilities of
Nonprofit Boards

Duty of Obedience

The Duty of Obedience means
that the Board must make
decisions that are consistent
with the mission of the
organization and that are in
obedience to the lav

Duty of Loyalty

The Duty of Loyalty requires each nonprofit
board member to place the interest and futuro
of tho nonprofit ahoad of any othor porsonal or
professional interests whon making decisions.
Incorporated into the Duty of Loyalty aro alsa

the concopts of Ethics and avoidance of
Conflict of Intorost.

Duty of Care

The Duty of Care requires
Board members to act
“viith such care, including
reasonable inquiry, as an
ordinarily prudent person
wiould use...” [RCW
24.03.127]

In practice, Board mombors
must bo active participants in
Board activitios. They must
inform thomsolves, boforo and
during mootings about the
decisions to be made 50 as to
bo as well informed as possiblo.
Croation of a culture of
healthy inquiry is an excellent
stratogy for supporting Board
members’ efforts to exercise
the
Duty of Care.
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